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Message from Minister

Ms Natasha Tang
President
Buddha’s Light Association Western Australia Inc

Dear Ms Tang
THE ULLAMBANA FESTIVAL 2011

On behalf of the Government of Western Australia, I would like to congratulate you and members of your com-
munity as you celebrate the Ullambana Festival in August 2011.

Western Australia is a multi-ethnic, multi-religious, and multicultural society whose members are drawn from a
rich heritage of cultural traditions. Religious freedom and the opportunity to celebrate religious festivals and
days of significance, such as Ullambana are integral parts of our shared culture and an important underlying prin-
ciple of our multicultural policy, mutual respect, and valuing cultural diversity.

I commend the Buddha’s Light Association Western Australia Inc for your contribution to the development of
Western Australia and in fostering a spirit of understanding, co-operations, friendship, and goodwill in our
broader community. You have helped to make our State a more vibrant and dynamic society.

I extend my best wishes to the members of the Buddha’s Light Association Western Australia Inc and the wider
Buddhist community for a very happy and Festive Ullambana celebration.

Yours sincerely,

. W
G M (John) Castrilli MLA

Minister for Local Government; Heritage;
Citizenship and Multicultural Interests
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31/7/2011 Being the 1st day of the month-long Ullumbana Festival, a Dharma function was held this morning to chant the
Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva Sutra. About 200 devotees attended the service to offer prayers to their deceased relatives. Rev
Miao Yung reminded them of the importance of making vows in addition to transferring merits and together with the
power of chanting, we would be able to liberate all sentient beings from suffering.

31/7/2011 The first children Dharma lesson was held this morning with the help of Johnson, Jac, Jeffrey, Loong and Mar-
tin. 10 children from the age of 4 to 12 years learned some basic rituals, handcraft and games. As it’s the Ullumbana Festi-
val, they also learnt about the story of Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva. Although it was a short 90 mins of lesson, they were kept
well entertained by the young adult teachers. As it is the first lesson, it is hoped that more parents would enrol their chil-
dren in the future to increase their knowledge and awareness of the Dharma and broaden their education.

7/8/2011 As it is the Ullumbana Festival, there was a special Dharma service held this afternoon from 1 pm, led by Abbess
Ven Yi Lai assisted by 4 other Venerables, Ven Jueh Shan Abbess of Chungtian Temple, Ven Miao Neng of Melbourne.
About 250 devotees attended and listened to Abbess Yi Lai explaining about the meaning and merits of the service. To
conclude, President Natasha Tang and members showed their appreciation by presenting a song to all the Venerables for
their continued guidance and support.

9/8/2011 After this evening’s chanting of the Ksitigarbha sutra, Abbess Yi Lai spoke to the gathering in relation to the Ul-
lumbana Festival, that it’s a good time for cultivation. Ksitigarbha Bodhisattva’s filial piety and his compassion through-

out his many lifetimes is an example to follow. We should understand the origin of the sutra and walk in the right path of

the Bodhisattva, that is the true cultivation for the month.

14/8/2011 This morning’s Dharma service started at 9.30 am, chanting 88 Buddhas Repentance Sutra and transfer of merits
for the conclusion of the Ullumbana Festival. The weather was showery in the early morning when the 200 or so devotees
arrived at the temple but it cleared up soon as the offering started to transfer merits to all sentient beings. Ven Miao Yung
congratulated everyone for completing the month’s chanting for the festival and hoped that they will be able to from the
Dharma in their daily lives. Such as our Master Hsing Yun often says 1) Do things with willingness in 2) Unpredictable
happenings, that we ought to value our opportunities and make progess in our cultivation.

14/8/2011 The 3™ children’s Dharma lesson was held today, attended by 10 children aged 4 to 15 years. They were given
an introduction to Amitabha Buddha, coloring of the drawing of the Buddha, games and a tour of the temple.

The children were very curious about Amitabha Buddha’s Pureland and asked questions such as, “Can I get there? How do
I get there? Do I have to do good to get there?”” The teachers patiently answered their questions and because there is a big
range between their ages, they found it challenging and constantly reviewing the best method to carry out the next lesson.

14/8/2011 A meeting was held this afternoon led by President Natasha Tang and 9 other members to discuss about
BLIAWA'’s internet website. Team leader Patrick explained the workings of the website and hoped that every sub-chapter
committee members can use it as a tool for promotion and communication. Hence they were given duties to help with the
improvement and maintenance of the website.

21/8/2011 Today the temple celebrates the birthday of Master Hsing Yun and the gathering chanted the 88 Buddhas Repen-
tance Sutra. About 120 devotees attended and Ven Ru Hao spoke about how Master founded the Fo Guang Shan Monas-
tery and his vision in order that we may be able to hear the Dharma. She hoped that everyone can visit the temple often and
to propagate the Dharma. Advisor Foo Jong Seng and President Natasha Tang related their personal story on how they
came to join the BLIA and their journey over the years. In conclusion, they offered the song “In gratitude to the Master”
and shared in the birthday cake to celebrate and wish Master good health.

21/8/2011 This morning’s children’s Dharma lesson was attended by 10 young children aged 4 to 14 years and led by vol-
unteers Kiat Nee, Tiing Tiing, Venessa and Shu Xia. After offering incense in the main hall, they were taught on Buddhist
rituals and colouring the drawing of Bodhisattva. They were also given an assignment to plant and observe the growth of
the mung bean shoot over the week. It was explained to them that it needs sunlight, water, soil and love in order to grow.
Over the weeks, the children have shown great interest and their parents are very pleased that they look forward to coming
to the temple.

21/8/2011 A sutra copying session was organized today by the 5™ Branch and attended by some 20 members. Ven Ru Hao
praised their determination and in the quiet and peaceful environment, they learned to focus and still their minds. She
hoped that this is the start of a regular activity to allow more people to take part. After reciting the Heart Sutra, the partici-
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FO GUANG SHAN TEMPLE OF WA & BLIAWA Schedule of Events : September 2011

Py | By | ER BB LA
Date Day Time Activity
4 P 10:30 FAREILEE(R* T LHFL)
Sun ' Filial Piety Dharma Service
E R AEA
1 2 10:30 Buddhist Chanting Service (Diamond Sutra)
sun 13:30 TR E IRINEY ¢
BLIA Committee Seminar
12 - 1030 |FPEFREE (RAAT I RE)
Mon ' Bright Light Chanting Service (Lunar 15™ August)
18 2 7:30 N B A
Sun 16:30 The Eight Precepts One Day Retreat
24 - 9:00 PEESRYZEHRER
Sat Fo Guang Chinese School (Conclusion of term)
25 2 1030 |EFFRTEEREGRFIE)
Sun - Amitabha Dharma Function
27 - 030 |EPEVGEGREL A )
Tue Bright Light Chanting Service (Lunar 1% Sep.)
= ¥ > 9:00~ |# kFpe EH
Every week Sat 12:00 Fo Guang Chinese School
= iF = 14:00~ %2 @
Every week Sat 16:00 English Meditation Class
& iF p 1330~ |¢ sz
Every week Sun 15:00 Chinese Instrument Class
& iF 3 1030~ |23 @& 3T
Every week Sun 12:00 Children Buddhist Class

SEEHIES ¢ e PEEES; LB AW A, 280 Guildford Rd, Maylands W.A 6051
TEL: (08)9371-0048 FAX:(08)9371-0047

E-mail:1bawa@optusnet. com. au
Website: http://www. bliawa. org
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