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2/6 Today is the 1st day of the Lunar calendar and Advisor Linda Tang, along with other BLIAWA sub-Presidents visited Abbess Yi
Lai to present donations from their BBF stalls to Nan Tien University. Abbess was very appreciative and updated on the current
progress of new intake of students for the university. She hoped that this update can be forwarded to our members. It is something
to be proud of, an effort as Buddhists to educate and cultivate local talent and proof of Master Hsing Yun'’s propagation of Human-
istic Buddhism.

5/6 This morning, Abbess Yi Lai was invited to give a Dharma talk on the Diamond Sutra and was attended by some 200 devotees,
amongst them were members from Melbourne, who came specially for the talk. Abbess explained the importance of Prajna wis-
dom,how we can use this wisdom in our daily lives to overcome our problems and have a positive outlook to life. In addition, she
also spoke of the importance of observing the 4-verses and its merits, using it to eradicate our ignorance and know the emptiness
of all phenomenon. It is only through this observation that we can enjoy freedom and a pure mind.

5/6 The Taking Refuge Ceremony was held this morning, conducted by Abbess Yi Lai for some 22 devotees ranging from the ages
of 20 to 85. They made their commitment and were filled with the Dharma joy to become Buddhist disciples. Abbess explained the
meaning of Taking Refuge, that even though each and everyone of their causes are different, they are all coming together this
morning under the same conditions. She encouraged them to treat the temple as their spiritual home and give support to the tem-
ple. She also mentioned devotee Susan Tham whom through her passing away, was able to guide her family members to take
refuge this morning. They expressed a feeling of union with Susan whenever they come to the temple and are grateful to be able
to learn the Dharma together.

5/6 The BLIAWA held a meeting for the board of executive committee under the guidance of Abbess Yi Lai and conducted by
President Natasha Tang. Topics discussed 1) YAD conference in July and conferring of titles for newly appointed Advisors 2) The
coming Board of Executive Committee members cum opening of the Buddha’s Memorial in December 2011 at Fo Guang Shan. 3)
Review of BBF, its progress in the past 8 years at the Supreme Court Gardens. Through this event, it is clear that we have contrib-
uted to the propagation of Buddhism in WA and Abbess hoped that our members are able to benefit through their voluntary effort.
4) Increase the bond between BLIAWA members through study groups and cultivate right view, right thoughts. 5) Plan social activi-
ties for young people 6) Make preparations for the outing tomorrow in celebration of the dumpling festival. Abbess Yi Lai remind
everyone present to learn through participation and service to others.

6/6 In celebration of the Dragon Boat Festival, BLIAWA organised an outing for its members during this Foundation Day holiday.
The response was excellent, together with Abbess Yi Lai, Rev Miao Yung, President Natasha Tang and 60 other members, they
headed for the Lesmurdie Falls and Rose Garden to enjoy the natural scenery in the region.

Abbess encouraged everyone to take part in BLIAWA activities in order to learn how to interact with each other, such as showing
courtesy, care and concern through skilful means and wisdom. Ven Miao Yung led in reading an excerpt from Master Hsing Yun’s
article “Where do auspicious blessings come from?”, using it to enable everyone to value what they have in their lives. President
Natasha Tang followed with some games and activities to encourage unity and bond between the members.

7/6 The temple held a workshop for volunteers who help out in guest care duties, conducted by Abbess Yi Lai and attended by
some 32 members from the Dharma Ladies Group and Reception volunteers.

Firstly, Abbess explained the objectives of the temple as a place to 1) socialise 2)’recharge’ 3) cultivate a pure mind 4) resolve
troubles and find bliss 5) spiritual store house 6) place of learning 7) cultivate and develop our body and mind according to the
Buddhist faith. It is also a place to gain merits and learn the Dharma in order to increase our wisdom. She encouraged everyone to
utilise their good causes to cultivate merits and wisdom through their volunteering work.

Abbess Yi Lai said that guest care and reception are the first contact with the public and we must use our Dharma practice in car-
rying out the service. In conclusion, Ven Miao Yung used her own account of when she first entered the monastery and Abbess
reminded everyone that whenever we come across anyone who is new to the temple, we must show friendship, sincerity and
warmth to guide them.

11/6 This afternoon, Ven Miao Yung held a meeting with Tiing Tiing Chih, Kiat Nee Kho, Johnson, Jeff and Jac to discuss the plan-
ning of the children’s Dharma classes. The first semester will run for 8 weeks, from 31st July to 18th Sept and students will be
grouped as 5 - 8 yrs and 9 — 12 yrs. Jeff will be in charge of designing the poster and enrolment will begin soon. The classes will
run on Sundays from 10.30 am to 12 noon and subjects include Buddhist stories, rituals, games, poetry, etc to stimulate their inter-
est in Buddhism.

12/6 The BLIAWA 4th Branch commenced the first of their 6-week dance lessons, to be taught by instructor Mel Shiu with 20
members registering for the lessons. Instructor Mel used a simple and relaxing method to teach the basic steps of dancing. Every-
one was very serious about learning, panting and out of breath but happy with their first lesson. They look forward to the coming
lessons and with more practice, to be able to perform one day in the near future.
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FO GUANG SHAN TEMPLE OF WA & BLIAWA Schedule of Events : July 2011

1 1 1030 PRV GEGORAA T A
Fri Bright Light Chanting Service (Lunar 1* June)
3 & 1030 | FAARLE G (RA S LAY
Sun Filial Piety Dharma Service
10 p 10:30 £igiz € (&M
Sun Buddhist Chanting Service (Diamond Sutra)
- 3 J 2_ = L T
15 . 1030 |EPEFGEGORES T i
Fri Bright Light Chanting Service (Lunar 15" June)
Sun Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva Great Compassion Repentance Service
19 - 1030 B PRI T L) . i
Tue Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva’s Birthday (Lunar 19™ June)
o4 2 10:30 éné'ﬂ—t > %“ﬁiﬁ?ﬁ;(rﬁ 5% )
Sun Amitabha Dharma Function
Sat Fo Guang Chinese School (commencement of new term 30/7-24/9)
& % 2 9:00~ ok a R E8
Every week Sat 12:00 Fo Guang Chinese School
= iF 3 14:00~ |#F 2 31T
Every week Sat 16:00 English Meditation Class
& ¥ p 13:30~  |¥ #7FL
Every week Sun 15:00 Chinese Instrument Class
EENHNES ¢ eSS 1B AW A, 280 Guildford Rd, Maylands W.A 6051 PP601295/00035
TEL: (08)9371-0048 FAX:(08)9371-0047
E-mail:ibawa@optusnet. com. au SURFACE POSTAGE
MAIL PAID

Website: http://www. bliawa. org
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